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ALIVE’s Child Development Center Receives 4-Star QRIS Rating 
Only Program in Alexandria to Receive 4-Star Rating for 3 Consecutive Periods; Ranked 

in 95
th
 Percentile 

 
Alexandria, VA, July 29, 2015 – The ALIVE! Child Development Center (CDC) is excit-
ed to announce that it has received a 4-star VSQI rating for the third consecutive rating 
period. This rating places the CDC in the 95

th
 percentile for high-quality early childhood 

education programs in Virginia. More impressively, the CDC is the only program in Alexan-
dria to achieve this 4-star rating three consecutive times. Each VSQI Rating is good for a 
two year period. 
 
"It took effort to earn 4 stars the first time, it took effort and dedication to earn 4 stars twice, 
but to achieve  a 4 star rating three times in a row takes  effort, dedication, and team-
work!!!" stated CDC’s director, Pam Blankenship. 
 
The Virginia Star Quality Initiative (VSQI) is a voluntary system to assess, improve, and 
communicate the level of quality in early care and education programs that families consid-
er for their children. The VSQI is a partnership between the Office of Early Childhood De-
velopment and the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation. In Alexandria, participation in 
VSQI is required for all programs funded by the Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI).  VPI is a 
state-wide program providing free, high-quality education to at-risk four year-olds who 
meet eligibility criteria. 
 
Programs that choose to participate are assessed in 4 key quality areas: interactions be-
tween teachers and children; qualifications of teachers; structure, including class size and 
teacher to child ratios; and the program’s environment and instruction. Within each area, 
programs are awarded points which then are added up cumulatively for a rating between 
one to five stars.  
 
ALIVE!’s CDC is dedicated to providing positive learning experiences for children through 
active exploration of their world while maintaining a safe, healthy, and appropriate environ-
ment. A full-day, year-round early education and care, the program has a strong emphasis 
on developing early literacy as well as math and science skills.  Each classroom has a 
lead teacher and an assistant teacher along with support staff. Teachers have qualified 
backgrounds in early childhood education. Children receive a nutritious breakfast, lunch, 
and afternoon snack. A sliding-fee scale is offered based on meeting eligibility require-
ments. For more information on the Child Development Center, visit www.alive-inc.org/
cdc.htm. 
 
About ALIVE! 
ALIVE! is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization of volunteers from over 40 religious congrega-
tions and the community working together to help those in need in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Founded in 1969, ALIVE! is the largest private safety net for the needy in the city of Alex-
andria, addressing short-term to long-term needs for those less fortunate in the communi-
ty. For more information, visit www.alive-inc.org. Follow ALIVE! on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/alive4alexandria and on Twitter @ALIVE4AlexVA. 
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